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Lune 7˙. die Februarii, 1780, 


ORDERED, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to 
the Reverend Doctor Horne, Preſident of 
Magdalen College, in the Univerſity of Oxford, for | 
the Sermon by him preached upon Friday laſt, before 
this Houſe, at Saint Margaret's, Weſtminſter ; and 
that he be deſired to print the ſame; and that the 
Lord LEWIS HAM and the Lord Nor TH do 
acquaint him therewith. „ Is 
he es J. HATSELL, 
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DEUT. XXIII. 3. 


WHEN THE HOST GOETH FORTH AGAINST 


| THINE ENEMIES, THEN KEEP THEE FROM 


_ BVERY WICKED THING, 


- 


8 a miniſter of that Goſpel which wes firſt 
publiſhed by the Prince of Peace, who came 
to reconcile all things in heaven and earth, 
and bequeathed peace, as his laſt and beſt legacy, to 


his diſciples, I could rather have withed, it might 


have been my province to congratulate you this day 
on the approach of it's re-eftabliſhment in the world ; 
on the delightful proſpect of times, when the whole 


earth ſhould once more fit quiet, and be at leiſure to 


attend to better things, than ingenious and well con- 


certed plans of mutual deſtruction ; when © nation 


* ſhould not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither 
* ſhould they learn war any more.” Theſe ought to 


. be 
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be the effects of Religion; theſe would be its effects, 


were it univerſally underſtood and practiſed; theſe 
will be it's effects, at a more auſpicious æra of the 


_ chriſtian church, and in a happier clime, as all the 


prophets have foretold, which have been ſince the 


world began. 


LET none, mean while, be offended and ſtumble 


at that ſtumbling ſtone laid in their way by the fre- 


quency of wars among nations profeſſing Chriſtianity. . 
They owe not their origin to Religion, but to the 


want of it. The fault is in the ground, not in the 


ſeed, which is good, but is either ſtollen away, or 


withered, or choked by the paſſions growing up with 


it, and ſometimes, even making it the cauſe, the very 
innocent cauſe, of thoſe diſſentions and animoſities, 
which it was deſigned for ever to extirpate. ** Whence 


*© come wars and fightings among you? Come they 
not hence, even of your deſires,” which your Re- 


ligion ſhould mortify and ſubdue? Doubtleſs, the 
fight of Chriſtian,” Catholic, Faithful, and Apoſtolic 


princes, fending their numerous regiments to ſlaugh- 
ter one another in the field of battle, forms a 
ſhocking contraſt to the ſpirit of the meek and lowly 
Jeſus — fo thocking, that ſome have been' thereby 
induced 
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Induced to maintain the utter unlawfulneſs of all war. 
But what then is to be done? Who can prevent a 


reſtleſs and ambitious ſtate from attacking it's neigh- 


 bour ? In theſe circumſtances, ſuch men muſt either 
defend themſelves, or be defended by others, or God 


muſt interpoſe miraculouſly i in their defence, or all 


muſt quietly ſubmit to conqueſt and captivity by an 


unjuſt invader, Had this laſt been intended, that 


rigid moraliſt, the Baptiſt, would not have regulated, 
but prohibited the military profeſſion ; nor would 
Chriſtians have ſerved, as we know they did, with 
fidelity and diligence, in ts: armies of the Pagan 


em prob. 


| TH E lawfulneſs of a war muſt therefore be reſted 
now, under the Goſpel, upon the ſame foot on which 
it hath ever ſtood from the beginning, namely, the 


Juſtice of it; and upon a ſuppoſition that our cauſe 
is good — as we humbly truſt it' is — we may un- 


: doubtedly accept the permiſſion, or rather commiſſion, 
: implied i in the firſt words of the text: When the 
© hoſt goeth forth againſt thine enemies” — T he 


people of God may ſtill be brought under a neceflity 


of engaging in war, defenſive or offenſive, to maintain 


* rights, or to avenge t their wrongs; and that, 


” whether 
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41 Oh 
whether againſt foreign enemies, or rebellious ſubjects: 
much more, if the latter, after having erected the 

ſtandard of independency, ſhould unite with the for- 
mer, and exclaim concerning thoſe who nouriſhed and 
brought them up, like the children of Lot, when Aſſur 
had acceded to the League — ** Come, and let us root 
«alſo them out, that they may be no more a people; 
. and that the name of Iſrael may be no more in re- 
* membrance!” In circumſtances like theſe, I ſay, 
when all is at ſtake, the people of God may carry on a 
War, as the only means left them to obtain an honour- 
able and permanent peace, which, in many caſes, can 
only be the fruit of victory; and heroes might again 
be celebrated by an Apoſtle (ſhould ſuch heroes ariſe, 
With an Apoſtle to celebrate them) who, through 
faith, had © ſubdued kingdoms,” as well as ““ nag 
* righteouſneſs,” * 


| Brewnus theſe two mobievontents, ſeemingly ſo 
very different (and often, alas, alas, really fo!) the latter 
part of the text points out a nearer connexion, than 
might, perhaps, have been imagined ever to ſubfiſt. 
** When the hoſt goeth forth againft thine enemies, 
* then keep thee from every wicked thing.” If, even 
* "_ on thy ſide, thou wouldeft conquer and 
N triumph, 


practice. There are few to whom it occurs, t that the 


triumph, remember to prepare the way by repentance 
and reformation. If thou deſireſt to become great, 
let ambition firſt excite thee to be good. The qua- 
lities are affociated in the ſtyle imperial of heaven — 
the Lord of nosTs — the noLY One of Iſrael.” 
The characters therefore of the Warrior and the 
Chriſtian are not incompatible. The firſt convert to 
the Goſpel from among the nations was a mili- 
tary man; Cornelius the centurion. That pro- 
feſſion may unite with the clerical, in the common 
_ cauſe; and the General may ſtill go forth, as of old, 
with the Prophet by his fide, While the hands of 
| Joſhua are extended in the field, thoſe of Moſes may 
be elevated in prayer ; and the miniſters of Religion 
may animate the people to overcome the adverſary 
without them, by oppoſing and vanquiſhing, as a 
preliminary ſtep, the enemy within them, the mot 
dangerous enemy both to individuals and commu- 


Wnar God has thus joined together it is the 
error of the times to put aſunder ; to think only of 
our fleets and armies, and to forget our faith and 


latter can have any influence on the ſucceſs of the 
VC former. 


. 


former. Fleets and armies muſt undoubtedly go 
forth; they muſt have pay; they muſt have provi- 
ſion; they muſt have arms; they muſt have {ſkilful 
leaders : but when all the arrangements are made, if 
God go not forth with them, vain is the help of 
man! * The horſe is prepared” — he ought to be 
prepared — © againſt the day of battle; but ſalvation 
«js of the Lord.” This idea, which never ſhould be 
abſent from our minds, and the correſpondent affec- 
tion which it is calculated to awaken in them, are 
expreſſed, in one of the prayers uſed upon theſe oc- 
caſions, with a propriety, dignity, and pathos, which 
nothing can exceed — nothing can withſtand. << O. 
„Lord God of our ſalvation, in whoſe hands are the 
d iſſues of life and death, of good and evil, and 
+ without whoſe aid the wiſeſt counſels of frail man, 
and the multitude of an hoſt, and all the inſtru- 
« ments of war, are but weak 'and vain; incline 
« thine ear, we pray thee, to the earneſt and devout 
*« ſupplications of thy ſervants ; who, not confiding 
« in the ſplendor of any thing that is great, or the 
« ſtability of any thing that is ſtrong here below, do 
% moſt humbly flee, O Lord, unto thee for ſuccour, 
and put their truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings.“ 
Theſe have been the ſentiments of Britons from age 
to 


1 enen 
a . 


to age; and let them continue to be ſo, till time and 
the world ſhall finiſh their courſe together. In ut- 

tering them, we ſpeak the words not of ſuperſtition, 

-bigotry, or enthuſiaſm, but of truth and ſoberneſs, if 

there be a God who governs the world ; and if there 

be not, why do we faſt and pray ? — Let us eat 

« and drink, for to-morrow we die;” we periſh for 

ever, and become as if we had never been born. The 

doctrine of Epicurus is embraced, for the ſake of the 

inference drawn from it. But we have been better 
inſtructed ; and therefore let the Soldier, as well as 

the Chriſtian, put on his armour with prayer and 
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ſupplication. If, on the contrary, © when the hoſt ; 
« ooeth forth,” it ſhould carry prodigality, vice, and ” 

profaneneſs, with it, abroad, and they who ſend it | 
forth ſhould practiſe the ſame at home, what hope | 
could remain? Wouldeſt not thou, O our God, 

ebe angry with us, till thou hadſt conſumed us, ſo | 

« that there ſhould be no remnant, nor eſcaping.” — 17 

Fo x let us reflec, what an aggravation jt muſt | 
needs be of national wickedneſs in the fight of God, 1 
if it ſhould be ſuffered to increaſe, or even to con- N 

tinue the ſame, at * a ſeaſon as this, 2 | 

WAR, y 


_—— 


Wa R, in it's own nature, is a ſpecies of juſtice, 
of corrective juſtice. It is intended to be ſuch, by 
thoſe who enter into it, as deeming themſelves to 
have been aggrieved, and finding no other method of 
obtaining redreſs. But — Thou that undertakeſt to 
correct offences in others, doſt thou abandon thyſelf 
to the like? Thou that goeſt about to chaſtiſe thy 
fellow ſubje& for rebellion againſt his earthly fove- 
reign, art thou a rebel againſt the King eternal, im- 
mortal, inviſible? This would be really caſting out 
evil ſpirits through their prince. The man muſt be 

hardened indeed, who feels no compunction, when 
puniſhing his brother for crimes, which he allows in 
himſeif. Sin, at any time, is fin ; but when we are 
upon it in others— as nent 


* a finful 


Ir we conſider war, as it reſpects God, we may 
 recolle&, that peace is ever claſſed among the choiceſt 
of thoſe bleffings, which he beftows upon a favoured 
people; whoſe felicity in the enjoyment of it is bean- 
tifully repreſented by the circumſtance of converting 


their military weapons into implements of agriculture; 
aha beating 


E _ 
beating their ſwords into plowſhares, and their 
« ſpears into pruning hooks.” What idea then are 


we taught to conceive of war ? Language finks under 
the prophetical writers, and creation ſeems unable to 
ſupply them with an adequate image, when they at- 
_ tempt to deſcribe it's horrors. It is compared to a 


< threſhing inſtrument of iron :” it is ſtyled, the 


rod of God's wrath ; the bammer which breaketh 
< the whole earth in pieces: it is ſaid to be a . daſh- 


ing two kingdoms together, like potters veſſels,” 


to the deſtruction of one — perhaps, of both. Am- 
bition, intereſt, or a love of novelty, may, for a while, 
regard it as ſport ; but moſt aſſuredly, if it laſt long, 
it will be found a very ſerious matter; ſweet, per- 
haps, in the mouth; but afterwards, bitterneſs itſelf. 


It's effects may not be thought of at the time, while 


the wound is warm; but when it comes to grow cold, 


and feſter, and perhaps is turning to a gangrene, they 


will be felt, and mourned, for ages and generations. 
Smarting under this fearful rod of the divine diſplea- 
ſure — ſo fearful, that a king of Iſrael preferred peſ- 


tilence before it — dare we go on to violate the divine 


laws, in deſpite of grace, in defiance of power ? 
Do we Peek God to anger? Are we ſtronger 
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than he?” Now, at leaſt, let us forbear to add 
ſin to fin. 


AND that more eſpecially, becauſe it is fin which 
delivers this rod into the chaſtening hand of the Al- 
mighty. It is for the tranſgreſſions of a people, that 
God ſuffers theſe divifions of Reuben to ariſe within, 
and ſtirs up the ſpirit of princes to take peace from 
the earth without; that commercial Rates are ſhorn 
by him of their accumulated wealth, (to uſe the 
energetic language of Iſaiah) with an hired razor; 
that he waſtes their ſtrong men, and cauſes the loud 
lamentations of the widow and the fatherleſs to be 
heard in all their borders ; that he commiſſions war 
to march through a land, with terror and amazement 
in the van; famine, diſeaſe, and deſolation, in the 
rear. If, then, ſin be the ſurfeit, and war the diſ- 
eaſe occaſioned by it, inſtead of entring upon a ſalu- 

tary regimen, for the recovery of national health, 


ſhall we continue “ daily to drink iniquity, like 
water? — God forbid ! ! 


THERE is yet another argument, which may come 
home to the boſoms of many who hear me. In the 
hoſt, when it goeth forth, you have, perhaps, a re- 

lation 
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lation — a near one — a father — a brother — a ſon 
— a friend, dear as life itſelf — for whoſe ſafe return 
you are bound by the tendereſt ties to wiſh, and in 
expectation of the event, between hope and fear, paſs 
many an anxious and ſorrowful hour. That event 
will turn upon the favour of heaven, which may de- 
pend in part, at leaſt, upon your faith and obedience. 
The bleſſing may be denied you, becauſe you deſerve 


not that it ſhould be granted. For relations and 
friends in ſuch a ſituation, you probably ſometimes 


become an humble advocate in the cloſet, and lift up 
your hands to God above, in a prayer of interceſſion; 
and we know that ** the effectual fervent prayer avail- 
eth much.” But in order to it's ſucceſs, the hands 


ſo lifted up muſt be pure hands ;” the prayer muſt 
For this reaſon, if 


3 


be that of a righteous perſon.” 
for no other — for your brethren and companions' 
fake — for the ſake of your country, which involves 
in it all other relations and connections, be perſuaded, 
that virtue and piety make the patriot ; and therefore, 
«© when the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine enemies, 
e then keep thee from every wicked thing.“ 


Tus obſervations may ſuffice to illuſtrate and 
confirm the doctrine of the text, that a time of war 


ſhould _ 
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mould be a time of reformation. But it may be 
aſked, what is to be the nature of this reformation, 
and wherein is it to conſiſt ? An anſwer may be re- 
turned to this queſtion in the concluding words of the 
text; ** Keep thee from every wicked thing "oy A for- 
ſake all evil, and be upon your guard againſt the re- 
turn of it; but as ſome ſins, like ſome diſeaſes, are 
more prevalent and contagious at certain times, and 
in certain places, than others, mark well the abomi- 
nations which diſcriminate and diſgrace the age and 
the country in which you live, and be more eſpecially 
upon your guard _ them. 


<< JEHOVAH,” cath the divine Pſalmiſt, . looketh 
« from heaven, he beholdeth all the ſons of men; 
* from the place of his habitation he looketh upon 
« all the inhabitants of the earth; and conſidereth 
« all their works.” He looketh, then, on all the 
| inhabitants. of Tus land; he conſidereth all THEIR 
works. And when thus he Jooketh, what doth he 
| behold? — 


Hz beholdeth a great people, much degenerated, 
and daily more and more degenerating, from that 
noble ſimplicity, and _ integrity, which charac- 

teriſed 
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teriſed the manners of their venerable anceſtors; de- 
praving their minds by the adoption of bad prin- 
ciples, enfeebling their bodies by vice and effeminacy, 
ſquandering their fortunes at the gaming table, and 
then, by an act of violence, in the rage and fury of 
deſpair, ruſhing forth to meet their Judge. 


HE beholdeth 5 virtue, which conſtitutes the 
excellency and dignity of the other ſex, which is to 
it protection and ornament, a robe and a diadem, 
in danger of being totally laid aſide, while the courts 
are crowded with trials for conjugal infidelity. 


Hz beholdeth an enormous and ſenſeleſs luxury, 
ſtill increaſing with the diſtrefles of the times, ac- 
companied by a diſſipation, depriving it's votaries of 
attention to all that is wiſe, and great, and good. 


He beholdeth his ordinances neglected ; his ſab- 
baths profaned ; his ſacraments diſparaged ; his tem- 
ples forſaken ; his miniſters deſpiſed ; his religion 
torn in pieces by contending ſects, while there ſeems 
to be ſcarcely enough of it, for each of them to take 
a little; the infidel openly reviling, or covertly mock- 
ing; the faith once delivered to the ſaints deſerted 
D for 


4 

for the dregs of Socinianiſm; a ſet of men, ſtyling 
themſelves philoſophers, wantoning in all the. para- 
doxical abſurdities of ſcepticiſm, leaving us, between 
them, neither matter nor ſpirit, neither body nor 
ſoul, and doing their beſt endeavours, in their lives 
and after their deaths, to render us a nation literally 
ce without God in the world.“ 


I would not wad aggravate — — and I en 
it my bounden duty on this day not to extenuate — 


I fear you acknowledge the leading features of the 
times to be drawn from life. 


— AND is it matter of wonder — is it matter 
of offence, that a day ſhould be appointed by royal 
proclamation, „for a general As r and humiliation 
before Almiglity God, to be obſerved in moſt de- 
«« yout and ſolemn manner, by ſending up our prayers 
and ſupplications to the divine Majeſty, for ob- 

«« taining, pardon for our fins, and for averting thoſe 
heavy judgements which our manifold provocations 
have fo juſtly deſerved ?” Is it matter of wonder, 
that we ſhould be puniſhed by the revolt of our pro- 
vinces? That we ſhould meet with ſo many croſſes, 
and find ſo many difficulties, in in reducing / them ? 


That 
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That well appointed armies under able generals, JF 
ſhould, for ſo long a time together, have done no- 
thing, or worſe than nothing? That the common 
enemies ſhould. ſeize the opportunity? That their 
fleets ſhould overſpread the ocean, and appear upon 
our coaſts, with the vauntings of Egypt — I will 
* purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil ?” 
That we ſhould be left alone in the conteſt, while 
the nations around us ftand {till in filent amazement, 
waiting the event? Waſte not the time in fruitleſs 
complaints of this misfortune, or that accident ; this 
miniſter, or that commander ; but lay the blame 
where it is due, upon national wickedneſs, which 
has called down national calamities. 
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E hour we are ſtill preſerved; and preſerved, we 
truſt, for a happy deliverance, at laſt, out of all our 
troubles. At the critical moment of our humiliation, 
When the conviction was rendered complete, that 
e could not truſt in our bow, it was not our 
*« ſword that could help us,” the deſtroying angel 
went forth, and {wept away the flower and ſtrength. 
of the adverſe navy by ſickneſs; The inſolence of 
the enemy in another quarter has been ſince repreſſed 
by the cool and determined: valour of our country- 
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men. The ſtorm, that ſeemed to be gathered, and 
ready to burſt forth, in a neighbouring kingdom, is 
paſt over, and gone ; the time of rejoicing is there 
come, and the cheerful voices of gratitude and 
induſtry reſound on every fide. Nor doubt we, but 
that the little temporary uneaſineſſes and diſquietudes 
here, thoſe clouds in our Engliſh atmoſphere, will, 
eer long, by the fame prudential and ſalutary coun- 
ſels, be diſperſed, and ſerenity and tranquillity re- 
ſtored among us. 4 + 


LET the prodigal then return unto his heavenly 
Father, and he will receive him. Let us take with 
us words, and turn to the Lord our God. Let us 
confeſs his power, adore his goodneſs, and intreat his 
mercy: let us revere his word, obſerve his ſabbaths, 
attend his ordinances, and partake his ſacraments : let 
our faith be blameleſs, and produce it's proper fruits, 
righteouſneſs and holineſs, temperance and purity, 
patience and reſignation, ſelf knowledge and ſelf go- 
vernment : let wiſdom and ſeriouſneſs once more be 
the glory of Engliſhmen, and folly and vanity fly 
away — to the place from whence they came. 


— One thing is yet behind — and O that my 
voice could reach the remoteſt corners of the land, to 
proclaim 


. * 32349 
— rr 
2 ee j 


L237 1 
proclaim to all it's inhabitants the wiſhes of Britain, 
that her children would dwell together in unity ; that 


they would not employ their ſhining talents, and ex- 


tenſive attainments, merely in thwarting each other; 


that they would not revive old jealouſies and ani- 


moſities, or ſow new. ones ; that they would aboliſh 
enmity, and ſtrain every nerve in the proſecution of 


this only contention — who ſhall ſtand firſt, and do 
moſt ſervice, in the cauſe of their King, and their 


cone 4 


Sucn is the nature of the reformation to he defired. 

Bleſſed are the eyes that ſhall ſee it; but ill more 
bleſſed the hands that ſhall have contributed to effect 
it! Viewed in the aggregate, it may ſeem difficult — 
it may ſeem impoſſible. But let us divide the taſk 
among us, and it will become eaſy. Let each of us 
undertake for ONE, and let us begin To DAY. Then 
* will the Lord be gracious to his inheritance, as in 
* the ancient days, in the generations of old; the 
« Lord will make our way proſperous, and we ſhall 
“have good ſucceſs ;” we have had ſome — we ſhall 
have more — the Lord will give sTRENGTH unto 


* his people; the Lord will give his yoopes the 
” bleſſing of PEACE.” 
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